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PCGM: MORE THAN JUST BIBLE STUDY 

THE MISSION é AND STRATEGY 

By gathering PSPC members 
into Cell Groups, we want to 
build a community of 
worshippers that is rooted in 
the Word of God, and 
equipped to make disciples for 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Encourage PSPC members to commit themselves 
to a Cell Group that focuses on POSB ... 

PRAYER ï Exercising the priesthood of all believers 

by interceding for one another, the church and the 
world.  PRAISE  ï Exalting God with psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs (Colossians 3:16), 
fulfilling the purpose of our creation and calling ï 
to be a worshipping community.  

OUTREACH ï Reaching out to people with the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ by befriending unbelievers who join 
the group and/or doing community services.  

SHARING  ï Caring for each other through prayer and 

sharing of resources (e.g. time, spiritual gifts, and 
finances).  

BIBLE STUDY  ï Spurring each other to love, learn 

and live by the Word of God. 

 



 

SUGGESTIONS FOR CELL GROUPS 

Prepare for each study  by reading the passage thoroughly so that 
you can be familiar with the content. Go through the questions, 
and write down both answers and questions that you may have.  
This will be useful for group discussion. 

 
Other than the study itself , it is important to allocate enough time 

for worship, sharing and prayer. Some groups have found it helpful 
to pray in smaller groups, namely, in groups of men, and women. 
This fosters more personal sharing, and more opportunities to 
encourage each other. 

 
Plan to complete the study in time , even though the group may not 

be able to complete all the questions. For a group that meets 1.5 
hours, this may mean spending not more than an hour on the 
study itself.  

 
Expect God to speak  through the passage, and through each 

member. Be mindful not to let a few members dominate the 
discussion. Encourage each other to share their insights. 

 
For groups with young children , it is important that adequate child 

care arrangement is made so that the adults can focus on the 
study and prayer. 

 

Before We Begin  
 

THIS BIBLE S TUDY SERIES  was written for the use of the 

Prinsep Cell Group Ministry so as to complement the churchôs 
planned sermon series for the year. Each cell group should plan 
to complete the associated study before the sermon. The 
sermon and study schedule can be found in the calendar at the 
back cover of this study guide.  

Some suggestions for cell groups are listed below. Do expect 
that God will speak to us individually through His word and 
discussions during the cell group meetings.  

May the Holy Spirit renew our minds and transform our lives! Â  
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Introduction 
 

(Holman QuickSource Guide to Understanding the Bible (237-242). 
Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers) 

 
Malachi, the fifth-century 
prophet to Judah, has given 
his name to this book as its 
composer. His name means 
ñMy Messengerò in Hebrew. 

ƷKey Text: 1:11  

ñFor from the rising of the sun 
even unto the going down of 
the same my name shall be 
great among the Gentiles; and 
in every place incense shall be 
offered unto my name, and a 
pure offering: for my name 
shall be great among the 
heathen, saith the LORD of 
hosts.ò 

ƷKey Term: ñMessengerò 

Malachi, Godôs messenger, 
noted that while true priests of 
God served as his messengers 
(2:7), God would one day send 
ñmy messengerò (3:1, John the 
Baptist) to prepare the way for 
ñthe messenger of the 
covenantò (3:1, Jesus). 

ƷOne-Sentence Summary  

Malachi rebuked Godôs 
people for specific violations of 
the covenant, such as laws 

concerning sacrifices, divorce, 
and tithes, but he also 
prophesied the coming of the 
Messenger who will set all 
things right. 

 
Copper-smelting furnace at 
Timna. The Lordôs messenger 
will be like a refinerôs fire (Mal. 
3:1ï4). 

GODôS MESSAGE IN THE 
BOOK 

Purpose  

The book of Malachi 
preserves the divinely inspired 
words received by the prophet 
during his (possibly brief) 
ministry around 450 or 420 
B.C. These prophecies were 
originally for the second or 
third generation of people in 
Judah after the return from the 
Babylonian captivity. The 
temple was functioning; the 
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city was rebuilt; and people 
had become perfunctory in 
their worship and lifestyles. His 
message was essentially one 
of accusation: as Godôs 
messenger, he charged them 
with violations of the covenant 
and gave specific examples. 
But he also looked ahead to a 
time of wonderful blessing. 

Christian Worldview 
Elements  

Malachi deals particularly 
with the worldview categories 
covenant and redemption and 
ethics and morality. Those who 
have been included in Godôs 
covenant have a serious 
obligation to live in obedience 
to the covenant terms. Those 
claiming to be Godôs people 
cannot tolerate negligent 
living. 

Teachings about God  

Malachi presents Godôs 
immutability (he does not 
change). For this reason, his 
promises are enduring. 
Further, he is one who judges 
rightly, beginning with his own 
people. The eternal God, 
moreover, is personal, as 
frequent use of the pronoun 
ñIò in this book emphasizes. 
Christ is prophesied as the 
Messenger who will purify 
priests and people alike (3:1ï

5). The Holy Spirit is not 
mentioned. 

Teachings about Humanity  

Godôs people were 
addressed in this book, yet 
they were disheartened and 
disillusioned. (The promises 
that earlier prophets had made 
of a coming golden age 
seemed empty.) These people 
illustrate that in times when 
God does not appear to be 
acting on behalf of his people, 
it is easy for them to become 
complacent. It is even easy for 
them to be apathetic about 
obeying Godôs specific moral 
commands. This book offers 
Godôs cure for such doubtful 
people. 

Teachings about Salvation  

Redemption in Malachi has 
two aspects. First is the notion 
of the covenant (mentioned six 
times). Salvation comes 
because God has initiated it in 
his covenant. Second is the 
work of the coming 
Messenger. Malachi predicted 
that his coming would bring 
cleansing: ñHe is like a refinerôs 
fire, and like fullerôs soapò 
(3:2). The implications of this 
prophecy would not be entirely 
clear until Jesus fulfilled it by 
his atoning death. 
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CHRIST IN MALACHI  

Malachi describes Christ as 
the Sun of righteous who 
brings healing to his people. 
He also comes as a refinerôs 
fire to purify the sons of Levi 
so they can make an offering 
in righteousness. 

GODôS STORY 

When the Events of This 
Book Happened:  
Shortly before (or after) 
Nehemiahôs governorship, 
about 450 or 420 B.C. 

The context of this book is 
the generation after the 
prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah. Persia was the 
superpower of the ancient 
Near East. The Jerusalem 
temple was functioning; there 
was a Persian governor (1:8); 
Judah was an unimportant 
backwater. The people had 
become complacent. Sins that 
Malachi condemned match 
those that Nehemiah attacked. 
The priests were corrupt (Mal. 
1:6ï2:9; Neh. 13:7ï8); the 
tithe was neglected (Mal. 3:8ï
10; Neh. 10:37ï39); Jewish 
men had married pagan wives 
(Mal. 2:11ï15; Neh. 10:30; 
13:23ï27). (See When the 
Events of This Book 
Happened  for NEHEMIAH .) 
Malachiôs ministry may have 

preceded Nehemiahôs arrival in 
Judah, or perhaps he 
challenged people that had 
reverted to their old ways after 
Nehemiahôs time. 

How Malachi Fits into 
Godôs ñStoryò 

Malachi tells part of 
ñchapter threeò of Godôs story: 
God keeps a faithful remnant 
(Messiahôs space and time 
prepared). As the last book of 
the Old Testament to be 
written, Malachi gives a 
discouraging picture of Godôs 
people. When the action opens 
on the New Testament four 
centuries later, the picture is 
still bleak for the people as a 
whole. Malachi, however, 
prophesied events that would 
shake up the Jewish world and 
begin a new way of thinking 
about Godôs kingdom. John the 
Baptist, the messenger who 
prepared the way for the Lord 
(Mal. 3:1; Mark 1:2), came 
announcing the coming of 
Godôs kingdom (Matt. 3:2). 
Then, also in fulfillment of 
Malachi, Jesus came as the 
Messenger of the covenant 
preaching the kingdom (Mark 
1:15). Malachi also looks 
ahead to the final day, when 
the Lord will burn up 
wickedness, but Godôs people 
will be set free (Mal. 4:1ï3; 
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see also the Key Text ). 

ORIGINAL HISTORICAL 
SETTING  

Author and Date of 
Writing:  
Malachi, perhaps around 450 
or 420 B.C. 

The prophet did not name 
his parents or the rulers of his 
day, which makes precise 
dating of his life impossible. 
Almost nothing is known about 
him. He was probably born in 
the land of Judah after the 
exiles began returning from 
Babylon in the 530s. 
Presumably he wrote down his 
messages as they were given 
to him, and they were 
compiled shortly thereafter. 

First Audience and 
Dest ination:  
Israelites in Judah after the 
Babylonian exile 

The first audience was the 
people of Judah of the second 
or third generation after the 
return from captivity that had 
become lethargic in their 
relationship to God. 

Occasion  

Malachi described his 
prophecy as ñthe burden of the 
word of the LORD to Israelò 
(1:1). He did not tell about 

receiving visions or describe 
the mechanism by which God 
spoke to him. Malachi had as 
strong a sense of being Godôs 
mouthpiece as any of the 
prophets who had preceded 
him, and he often spoke as the 
voice of God using the 
pronoun ñI.ò He did not tell 
what prompted the collection 
of his writings. 

The Chapel of Elijah on Mount 
Horeb, commemorating the 
traditional site to which Elijah 
fled. ñRemember ye the law of 
Moses my servant, which I 
commanded unto him in Horeb 
for all Israel, with the statutes 
and judgments. Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the LORDò 
(Mal. 4:4ï5). 

LITERARY FEATURES 

Genre and Literary Style:  
Disputations and prophecies 
written in Hebrew prose 

As a prophetic writer, 
Malachi included materials in 
an unusual format (see Book 
Features and Structure  
below), although he included 
classic elements of ñforth 
tellingò and ñforetelling.ò His 
ñforth tellingò emphasized the 
sins of the people caused by 
their indifference to God. His 
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ñforetellingò focused on distant 
events (such as the coming of 
John the Baptist and Jesus). 

The entire book is written 
in Hebrew prose. The prophet 
used a number of vivid 
metaphors, however. In 
English Bibles, Malachi is the 
last of the twelve Minor 
Prophets. In the Hebrew canon 
it belonged to the composite 
book called ñThe Twelve.ò (See 
Genre and Literary Style  for 
HOSEA for more information.) 

Themes:  
Lord of hosts, messenger, 
proper sacrifices, proper 
marriage, proper giving 

Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi all emphasized Godôs 
name as ñLord of hosts.ò The 
messenger theme has been 
noted as the Key Term . The 
specific covenant violations 
(2:10) had to do with offering 
unblemished animals in 
sacrifice, marrying only within 
the covenant family, and 
keeping the tithing regulations. 

Book Features and 
Structure  

Malachiôs most unusual 
feature was his style of 
disputation as Godôs 
spokesman. He accused the 
people of doubting God by 

quoting their own words, 
sometimes prefaced by ñye 
say.ò Examples include the 
following: 
Å ñYet ye say, Wherein 
hast thou loved us?ò 
(1:2) 

Å ñAnd ye say, Wherein 
have we despised thy 
name?ò (1:6) 

Å ñYet ye say, Wherein 
have we wearied him?ò 
(2:17) 

Å ñYet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we 
robbed thee?ò (3:8) 

To these questions (and 
more) the prophet gave Godôs 
answer, but sometimes he 
answered a question with a 
question (1:2), adding to the 
adversarial feel of this book. 

The book may be organized 
into two sections. Chapters 1ï
2 are Godôs rebuke on the 
peopleôs present neglect of 
God. Chapters 3ï4 are Godôs 
announcement of the coming 
Messenger and the coming day 
of judgment (and blessing).1

                                        
1 Easley, K. H. (2002). Holman 
QuickSource guide to 
understanding the Bible (237ï

242). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible 
Publishers. 
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MALACHI  2 2 

Malachi, a prophet in the days 
of Nehemiah, directed his 
message of judgment to a 
people plagued with corrupt 
priests, wicked practices, and a 
false sense of security. Using 
the question-and-answer 
method, Malachi probes deeply 
into their problems of 
hypocrisy, infidelity, mixed 
marriages, divorce, false 

                                        
2 Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
(1996). Nelson's complete book of 
Bible maps & charts : Old and 
New Testaments. (Rev. and 

updated ed.). Nashville, Tenn.: 
Thomas Nelson. 

worship, and arrogance. 
For four hundred years 

after Malachiôs ringing 
condemnations, God remained 
silent. Only with the coming of 
John the Baptist (3:1) does 
God again communicate with 
His people through a prophetôs 
voice. 

Author  
 The name ñMalachiò means 
ñMy Messenger.ò Although 
some have considered it a title 
rather than a name, this is 
unlikely since such a usage 
would be unique among the 
prophets. Unknown to us apart 
from the superscription to this 
book, Malachi was the last of 
the Old Testament prophets 
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and the author of this final 
book of the Old Testament. 

Date  
 Although an exact date cannot 
be established for Malachi, 
internal evidence can be used 
to deduce an approximate 
date. The use of the Persian 
term for governor, pechah 
(1:8), indicates that the book 
was written during the Persian 
domination of Israel. The 
temple had been rebuilt, since 
sacrifices were being offered in 
the temple (1:7ï10). In 
addition, Malachiôs oracle 
addressed the same problems 
that Nehemiah faced: corrupt 
priests (1:6ï2:9; cf. Neh. 
13:1ï9), neglect of tithes and 
offerings (3:7ï12; cf. Neh. 
13:10ï13), and intermarriage 
with pagan wives (2:10ï16; cf. 
Neh. 13:23ï28). Nehemiah 
had come to Jerusalem in 444 
B.C. to rebuild the city walls, 
but returned to Persia in 432 
B.C. On his return to Palestine 
(c. 425 B.C.), Nehemiah dealt 
with the sins described in 
Malachi. Thus it is likely that 
Malachi proclaimed his 
message while Nehemiah was 
absent between 432 and 425 
B.C. 
 
 
 

Themes and Literary 
Structure  

 The people of Israel had 
become disillusioned and 
doubtful. Internally they 
wondered if Godôs messianic 
promises would ever be 
fulfilled and whether it was 
worth serving God after all. 
Externally, these attitudes 
were manifested in empty 
ritual, cheating on tithes and 
offerings, and indifference to 
the moral and ceremonial law.  

Malachi challenges these 
problems and attitudes and 
calls the people to a new 
commitment and obedience. 
The book of Malachi may be 
divided into three main parts: 
the privilege of the nation 
(1:1ï5), the pollution of the 
nation (1:6ï3:15), and the 
promise to the nation (3:16ï
4:6).
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Malachi at a Glance  
Focus  Privilege of the 

nation  
Pollution of the nation  Promise to the 

nation  

Reference  1:1 ðð 1:6 ðð 2:10 ð 3:16 ð-ðð-  4:1 ðï 4:4 -
4:6  

Division  
 

Love of 
God for the 

nation  

Sin  of the 
priests  

 

Sin of 
the 

people  

Book of 
remembrance  

 

Coming 
of Christ  

Coming 
of Elijah  

 

Topic  Past  Present  Future  

 Care of God  Complaint of God  Coming of God  

Location  Jerusalem  

Time  C. 432 ï425 B.C. 

OUTLINE OF MALACHI  

 I.  The Privilege of the Nation  1:1 ï5 
 II.  The Pollution of the Nation  1:6 ï3:15  
 A. The Sin of the Priests of Israel 1:6ï2:9 
 B. The Sin of the People of Israel 2:10ï3:15 
 III.  The Promises to the Nation  3:16 ï4:6  
 A. The Rewards of the Book of Remembrance 3:16ï18 
 B. The Rewards of the Coming of Christ 4:1ï3 
 C. The Prophecy of the Coming of Elijah 4:4ï6 

The Coming of Christ  
The last two chapters of the last book of the Old Testament contain 
dramatic prophecies of the coming of the Lord and of John the 
Baptist. Israel flocked to the Jordan River four hundred years later 
when ñthe voice of one crying in the wilderness: óPrepare the way of 
the LORDôò (Matt. 3:3; cf. Mal. 3:1) appeared, thus breaking the long 
period of prophetic silence. 

The Coming of Christ  
Malachiôs Prophecy Confirmed in t he New Testament  

As Messenger of the covenant, Christ comes 
to His temple (3:1) and purifies His people 
(3:3). 

Christ cleanses the temple (John 2:14-17) 
and sacrifices His people (Heb. 13:12). 

His coming brings judgment (4:1). Those whose names are not in the Book of 
Life are cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 
20:11-15). 

As the Sun of Righteousness, Christ heals His 
people (4:2). 

Christ heals the multitude; ultimately all 
sickness will pass away (Matt. 12:15; Rev. 
21:4). 

His forerunner prepares for the coming of the 
Lord (3:1, 4:5). 

John the Baptist announces Christ (Matt. 
11:10ï14). 
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Study  1   

 

Godõs Rebuke of those who 
Dishonour Him 

Malachi 1:1 -14 

THIS STUDY 

Peace + Normality = Progress oréComplacency? The 
Babylonian Exile was the fulfillment of a much-prophesied 
punishment of the idolatrous and disobedient Jews by their God, 
Yahweh. Dispirited and abandoned in Babylon, the displaced Jews 
waited for the second part of the prophecy promising their return to 
the land of Israel ï the land God gave to Abraham and his offspring. 
This came about when Cyrus King of Persia conquered the 
Babylonians, replacing the system of central control with suzerain 
states governed by local eminent persons. As the freed Jews began 
to return to Israel, God raised up worthy administrators/spiritual 
leaders and prophets to re-establish His chosen nation both physically 
and spiritually. The governor Zerubbabel and prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah encouraged the rebuilding of the Temple, but it was only 
with the return of a group of exiles under Ezra and Nehemiah ï 
invested with Royal powers and protection ï that the community 
enjoyed the security needed to re-establish the lifestyle and practices 
of the pre-exilic days. 

Or something worse?  Enjoying the protection of the mighty 
Persian Empire, but still bearing the scars of their enforced exile, the 
Jews returned to a large extent to the ways of old. However, the 
recent and very obvious (the first being particularly painful) fulfillment 
of two major prophecies had not salved the smarting sore of 
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abandonment or rendered them immune to temptation - with all too 
predictable results. The old traps of spiritual waywardness, led by the 
priests themselves, mixed marriages and financial greed soon 
established themselves within the community. Into this lapsed state 
of affairs God brought the prophet Malachi  - a worthy messenger 
bearing a divine warning. 

DISCUSSION STARTER 

When do we feel more tempted to misbehave spiritually ï 
when things are going well, or when they are going poorly? 
Discuss. 
 

 

 

 

READ Malachi 1:1-14 

UNDERSTAND CONTEXT 

1.  Read verses 2 ï 4 again. How do the examples of Esau and 
Edom demonstrate Godôs love for Israel? 

 
 

 

 

 
 

2.  Malachiôs message takes the form of a dialogue between God 
and the Jews (v. 2) and priests (vv. 6, 7). How does this help us 
better understand what the Jewsô problem was? 
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3.  Who were the culprits singled out for showing contempt for 
Godôs name (v. 6)? Why do you think their role in Israelôs lapsed 
spiritual state merits first mention in the whole book of Malachi? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  How had the priests showed contempt for Godôs name (v. 8)? 
What would be the effect of their actions (v. 9)? 

 
   
 
 
 
 

5.  What purpose did the Temple serve? What was Godôs implied 
remedy for the priestsô continued perfunctory attitudes and the 
potential wider effects of their actions (vv. 10-14)? 

 
 
  
 
 
 

APPLY IN LIFE 

6.  Is there a modern-day equivalent to the sacrifices offered by the 
priests in Malachiôs day? Is it possible that they might also be 
found unacceptable? 
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STUDY SUMMARY  

What an opening statement! From the very first verse, God 
signals His intention to get down to the business of keeping His 
chosen people on the spiritual straight and narrow. His first 
target: the priests ï those shepherds of his flock who by their 
perfunctory attitudes risked dragging the entire nation into 
spiritual ruin. To those to whom such great responsibility had 
been given, and to those who followed them, disobedience and 
a failure to fulfill those responsibilities could only mean the loss 
of their pre-eminent position in Godôs eyes and eventual 
judgment. The tantalizing words: ñAmong the nations..ò , 
repeated twice, would hint at a situation unthinkable to the 
complacent Jew but one that we at PSPC are a direct fulfillment 
of today. 

MEMORY VERSE 

Malachi 1:11a 
ñò My name will be great among the nations, from the rising to the 

setting of the sun...ò says the LORD Almighty.ò 
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Study  2   

Godõs Judgement of those 
who Break Faith with Him 

Malachi 2:1 -16 

 

THIS STUDY 

In the last study, God zeroed in on the key culprits in Israelôs 
backsliding ways ï the Levitical order of priests. Instead of being the 
holy, upstanding, devoted guardians of Israelôs spiritual and 
communal health that they were called apart to be, they were, as 
Godôs piercing gaze revealed, spiritually bankrupt and lacking in 
devotion to Him. Through Malachi, God warned them ï and all Israel 
by extension ï that those who rejected His gracious covenant risked 
punishment and possible replacement as His favoured ones.  

In this study, we see that God was just getting warmed up on the 
issue of errant priests! In a scathing condemnation of how the 
priesthood has turned its back on the holy role they were once 
privileged to exercise, God paints a bleak picture how it will end for 
those wayward descendants of Levi. As one would expect, the lack of 
spiritual leadership in Israel had given rise to all forms of behavior 
specifically proscribed by the Law of Moses ï mixed marriages and 
their painful consequences coming under scrutiny here. In spite of 
the offence given by His people, we also see God reaching out to 
them, appealing to them to stop their headlong rush into sin. 
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DISCUSSION STARTER 

Are there any rules or a code that Christians are implicitly 
expected to live by? Having been saved by faith, is it 
necessary for us to follow such rules or such a code? Discuss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READ  

UNDERSTAND CONTEXT 

1.  What sin had the priesthood committed and how was God 
proposing to admonish them (vv. 2:1 ï 3, 9)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Who was Levi and what was the significance of Godôs covenant 
with him (vv. 2:4 ï 8)? 
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3.  How did intermarriage cause the Jews to break faith? Why does 
Malachi specifically single out this sin for condemnation? Is there 
a parallel lesson for the modern age? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.  What were the direct and indirect consequences of 

intermarriage? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5.  What was Godôs prescription for avoiding marital problems of 

this nature (v. 15)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPLY IN LIFE 

6.  In what ways is it possible to break faith with fellow Christians 
and God today? What practical steps can you and your group 
take to prevent this? 
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STUDY SUMMARY 

It was not a good time to be a Levite in Malachiôs day! Not only 
were the people beginning to draw their own conclusions about 
the failures of crops and livestock, the priests themselves would 
have been starting to wonder about whether they were doing 
what they did correctly. Their blindness to the spiritual cause of 
the problems created a self-fulfilling, downward spiral of a loss 
of Godôs favour and guidance leading to yet more, and more 
serious, sinning. The ensuing spiritual numbness made sure 
they were unaware of the increasing gradient of the slippery 
slope they were now, almost collectively, sliding down ï on 
rocket-propelled toboggans! No wonder God had to send 
Malachi and his hard-hitting message to condemn the wicked, 
strengthen the wavering and encourage the faithful remnant. In 
the very same covenant passage in which God proscribed 
intermarriage, He promises: 
 
"Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the 
faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His loving-kindness to 
a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His 
commandmentsò Deut 7:9 

MEMORY VERSE 

Malachi 2:16b 
 

ñSo guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith.ò 
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Study  3   

Godõs Unique Message to the 
Nation of Israel 

Malachi 2:17 -3:12 

THIS STUDY 

Hypothetically, assuming that you had the gift of prophecy and 
foresaw that a natural disaster would befall the town/ city that you are 
currently staying. You would surely be sharing this ñnewsò, this 
message with your loved ones and with the people around you.  This 
would be a natural reaction to warn others of the imminent danger, 
because of your love for them and your desire to see them survive the 
calamity.   

This is what happens in our present text where God sends his 
messenger to warn His people of the deadly end if they do not heed 
his warning.  Letôs read and study what this message is and whether 
this message is still applicable to us.  

DISCUSSION STARTER 

What makes a good messenger?  What makes a good 
message?  Discuss. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ Malachi 2:17-3:12 
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UNDERSTAND CONTEXT 

1.  This is a re-cap question of Mal 2.  How have the Israelites 
ñwearied the Lordò with their words (Mal 2:17)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

2.  What does the messenger mean by saying, ñAll who do evil are 
good in the eyes of the LORD, and he is pleased with themò and 
ñWhere is the God of justice?ò ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  What are the roles of the Lord who is coming (Mal 3:2)?  And 
what do the roles mean (Mal 3:3-5)? 
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4.  What kind of hope do verses 6 and 7 offer to the Israelites? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  How have the Jews robbed God (Mal 3:8) and what is the 
consequence (Mal 3:9)?  Are we guilty of the same today?  
Discuss. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.  What was the solution in Mal 3:10-12 in relation to ñrobbing 
Godò?  Is this still applicable for us today?  Discuss. 
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7.  Which New Testament character is the verse Mal 3:1 referring to 
(Mt 11:10, Mk 1:2; Lk 7:27)?  And who is referred to by the 
ñLordé whom you desire, will come.ò?  Why is the phrase ñwhom 
you desireò an important phrase? Would it be obvious to the 
people of Malachiôs day who was being referred to in each case? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDY SUMMARY 

The message of the Book of Malachi was intended for the 
context of indicting, judging, instructing, and promising Israel in 
relation to Godôs purpose and principle of holiness. As a 
motivation for the people to respond to Godôs call for 
repentance, Malachi talks about the sudden appearance of the 
messenger of the Lord. The challenge for the hearers of Malachi 
then was the question of whether they would be ready to meet 
the Lord when he so comes! Would they be relating rightly with 
Him! 

The significance of the Book of Malachi lies in it being quoted 
and applied by the NT writers (especially the Gospels), applying 
to John the Baptist who prepares the way for Jesus the Lordôs 
coming. The Jews of Jesusô day, like the days of Malachi, had 
been disobedient to God; thus, they were not able to recognize 
Godôs messenger and hear His voice.  

The NT writers had no qualms about quoting OT prophets and 
apply their oracles to Christ; after all, it was our Lord Jesus 
Himself who says that all Scriptures bear witness to Him (e.g. 
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John 5:39). So, we can say that Malachi clearly identifies John 
the Baptist and Jesus in the oracles. Under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, the NT writers read and interpret the OT prophets 
and see Christ in them.  

So, as we end this session of Bible study, we need to ask 
whether we are hearing Godôs call to repentance from sin so that 
we are ready for the sudden appearance and return of our Lord. 
Do you hear Godôs voice in this study? Will you be repentant and 
be reconciled to God so as to be ready for His appearance? 

MEMORY VERSE 

Malachi 3:6-7a 
 

ñòI the LORD do not change.  So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed.  Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned 

away from my decrees and have not kept them.  Return to me, and I 
will return to you,ò says the LORD Almighty.ò 
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Study  4   

 

Godõs Merciful Provision for 
those who Fear Him 

Malachi 3:13 -4:6 

THIS STUDY 

Grumble.  Grumble and more grumble.  I am sure that we would have 
grumbled to God about how others, especially the wicked, prosper or 
get away when things went awry.  And we call out, ñwhere is justice 
and fairness?ò  It hurts, confuses and sometimes discourages even the 
best of us. 

So what should we do, if we were a child of God?  Continue to 
grumble?  Become totally discouraged and fall away from the faith?   

You might note that many of the Psalms seem to be extended 
ógrumblesô, and also that Job ógrumbledô rather extensively to God and 
was nonetheless commended by God for óspeaking rightô about him 
(Job 42). So, what is the difference between ógrumblingô that God 
accepts and that which he does not? 
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DISCUSSION STARTER 

Share with your cell group, an incident where when you see 
someone getting away with something wrong that they have 
done.  Discuss your feelings and thoughts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ Malachi 3:13-4:6 

UNDERSTAND CONTEXT 

1.  What were the complaints of the people of Israel in Mal 3:14-15?  
What do these complaints tell us about the state of the Israelitesô 
hearts?  Does this reflect out nature as well today?   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  What were the benefits for those who feared the LORD (Mal 
3:16-18)? 
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3.  What does the ñday is comingò mean (Mal 4:1)?  What are the 
implications of this for the righteous (Mal 4:2:3)?  And the wicked 
(Mal 4:1, 3)? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  What were the law of Moses, the decrees and laws that God gave 
to him at Horeb for all Israel (Mal 4:4)?  Why do you think 
Malachi mention the commandments at the end of this 
exhortation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.  Who is this ñElijahò that God said he would send given that Elijah 
was a prophet from long ago?  And what is his role? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

18  | STUDY4:  GODôS  M ER CI F UL  PRO VI S I ON  F OR  T H OS E  W H O F E AR  H IM  
 

STUDY SUMMARY 

Letôs answer the last question about grumbling posed in the 
earlier section ñThis Studyò.  We saw that the Israelites 
complained about God, and to God about their less-than-
privileged circumstances when compared to those who 
challenged God.  Ultimately, it is those who fear the Lord will see 
themselves vindicated when God comes to judge (cf Ps 73)! 

In conclusion for the study of this book of Malachi, you would 
have come to learn that the name Malachi means ñMessengerò 
and some have suggested that it is as much a title for the book 
as a name designating the one who was responsible to give us 
its content.  So there is a word play here as the book ends with 
the teaching of God sending His messenger, who is to come 
before that great and awesome day of the Lord (v. 4:5).  

 The issues in the passages are common sins of corrupting the 
Covenant: compromise in obedience to Godôs commands, 
idolatrous marriages, and failure to pay proper tithes are the 
major ones mentioned.  All these point to a dead orthodoxy that 
was full of outer formal ritual that had no real commitment of 
heart to worship God aright.  Thus Malachi is calling the people 
back to true fidelity to the covenant, especially in the area of 
proper worship.  In this way our series will move naturally 
toward the need for Godôs fulfilment of the Covenant Promise in 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  This becomes the ultimate answer 
to our many corruptions and a supreme example to follow for 
those who fear the Lord rightly.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Malachi 4:2 
 

 òBut for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise 

with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves 
releasedó 
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THE MOST WANTED L IST  

  
Do we know of anyone who has yet to know about the rich life in Christ? This can be a family 
member, friend, colleague, schoolmate, neighbor, or someone that we come across often. As a 
cell group, we can pray for these people to come to hear the gospel.  

  
14How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 
someone preaching to them? 15And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 

Romans 10:14-15 

 

Cell Group Member  Most Wanted Person  Remarks  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 


