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1 Samuel at a Glance 

FOCUS SAMUEL  SAUL 
REFERENCE 1:1 ————— 4:1 ———- 8:1 ————— 13:1 —- 15:10 —  31:13 
DIVISION  FIRST 

TRANSITION 
OF 
LEADERSHIP: 
ELI-SAMUEL  

JUDGESHIP 
OF 
SAMUEL  

SECOND 
TRANSITION 
OF 
LEADERSHIP: 
SAMUEL-
SAUL 

REIGN 
OF 
SAUL  

THIRD 
TRANSITION 
OF 
LEADERSHIP: 
SAUL-DAVID  

TOPIC  DECLINE OF 
JUDGES 

RISE OF 
KINGS  

   

 ELI  SAMUEL  SAUL DAVID   
LOCATION  CANAAN  
TIME  c. 94 YEARS 
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OUTLINE OF 1 SAMUEL  

Part One: Samuel, the Last Judge (1:1–7:17) 

     I.      The First Transition of National Leadership: Eli-Samuel     1:1–3:21 
 A.     The Birth of the New Leader     1:1–2:11 
 B.     The Need for the New Leader     2:12–2:36 
 C.     The Transition from Eli to Samuel     3:1–18 
 D.     Samuel Is Recognized as the New Leader of Israel     3:19–21 

     II.     The Judgeship of Samuel     4:1–7:17 
 A.     The Need for Samuel’s Leadership     4:1–6:21 
 B.     The Victories Under Samuel’s Leadership     7:1–17 

Part Two: Saul, the First King (8:1–31:13) 

     I.      The Second Transition of National Leadership: Samuel-Saul     8:1–12:25 
 A.     The Causes of the Transition     8:1–9 
 B.     The Transition from Samuel to Saul     8:10–12:25 

     II.     The Reign of King Saul     13:1–15:9 
 A.     The Early Success of King Saul     13:1–4 
 B.     The Failures of King Saul     13:5–15:9 

     III.   The Third Transition of National Leadership: Saul-David     15:10–31:13 
 A.     The Transition of Kingship from Saul to David     15:10–18:9 
 B.     The Attempts of Saul to Slay David     18:10–20:42 
 C.     The Rise of David in Exile     21:1–28:2 
 D.     The Final Decline of Saul     28:3–31:13 �
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The Life and Ministry of Samuel 
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Capture of the Ark 
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King Saul’s Decline and Fall 
Causes Results 
A presumptuous sacrifice Loss of kingdom foretold (13:14) 
A foolish curse Curse falls on Jonathan (14:24, 44) 
Spared Agag and flocks Loss of kingdom (15:28) 
Lost fellowship with God Unanswered prayer (28:6) 
Visits a medium Doom predicted (28:19) 
Takes his own life End of dynasty (31:4, 6) 
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The Family Tree of Saul 
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The Life of David 
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2 Samuel at a Glance 

 

FOCUS DAVID’S TRIUMPHS  DAVID’S 
TRANSGRESSIONS 

DAVID’S  TROUBLES  

REFERENCE 1:1 ———— 6:1 ———  8:1 ———- 11:1 —— ——–—— 12:1 ——— 13:37 ---- 24:25 
DIVIS ION  POLITICAL 

TRIUMPHS  
SPIRITUAL 
TRIUMPHS  

MILITARY 
TRIUMPHS  

SINS OF 
ADULTERY AND 
MURDER  

TROUBLES 
IN 
DAVID’S  
HOUSE 

TROUBLES IN 
THE 
KINGDOM  

TOPIC  SUCCESS SIN FAILURE  
 OBEDIENCE  DISOBEDIENCE  JUDGMENT  
LOCATION  DAVID IN  

HEBRON  
DAVID IN JERUSALEM  

TIME  7½ YEARS 33 YEARS 
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OUTLINE OF 2 SAMUEL  

Part One: The Triumphs of David (1:1–10:19) 

     I.     The Political Triumphs of David     1:1–5:25 
 A.     The Reign of David in Hebron over Judah     1:1–4:12 
 B.     The Reign of David in Jerusalem     5:1–25 

     II.     The Spiritual Triumphs of David      6:1–7:29 
 A.     The Transportation of the Ark     6:1–23 
 B.     The Institution of the Davidic Covenant     7:1–29 

     III.   The Military Triumphs of David      8:1–10:19 
 A.     The Triumphs of David over His Enemies     8:1–12 
 B.     The Righteous Rule of David     8:13–9:13 
 C.     The Triumphs of David over Ammon and Syria     10:1–19 

Part Two: The Transgressions of David (11:1–27) 

     I.      The Sin of Adultery     11:1–5 

     II.    The Sin of Murder     11:6–27 
 A.     Uriah Does Not Sleep with Bathsheba     11:6–13 
 B.     David Commands Uriah’s Murder     11:14–25 
 C.     David and Bathsheba Marry     11:26, 27 

Part Three: The Troubles of David (12:1–24:25) 

     I.      The Troubles in David’s House     12:1–13:36 
 A.     Prophecy by Nathan     12:1–14 
 B.     David’s Son Dies     12:15–25 
 C.     Joab’s Loyalty to David     12:26–31 
 D.     Incest in David’s House     13:1–20 
 E.     Amnon Is Murdered     13:21–36 

     II.    The Troubles in David’s Kingdom     13:37–24:25 
 A.     Rebellion of Absalom     13:37–17:29 
 B.     Absalom’s Murder     18:1–33 
 C.     David Is Restored as King     19:1–20:26 
 D.     The Commentary on the Reign of David     21:1–24:25 
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David’s Triumphs  

King of Judah (2:4) 
King of Israel (5:3) 
Conquers of Jerusalem (5:7) 
Returns ark (6:12) 
Davidic covenant (7:16) 
Defeats Philistines (8:1) 
Defeats Moab (8:2) 

David was a man after God’s own heart (1 
Sam. 13:14), that is, his will was completely 
committed to the will of his Lord. As a 
dedicated servant of God, he was used by 
God to perform mighty acts for the sake of 
His chosen people Israel. 

Defeats Ammon (10:16) 
 Defeats Syria (10:19) 

 �
David’s Troubles 

Causes Effects 
Adultery (11:4) Bathsheba bears a son (11:5) 
Murder of Uriah (11:17) Accused, repents, but the child dies (12:10, 13, 19) 
Amnon’s incest (13:14) Amnon murdered (13:28, 29) 
Absalom usurps throne (16:15, 16) Absalom murdered (18:14, 15) 
The census (24:2) Plague (24:15) 
Consistently illustrated in the life of David’s household is the principle that a disobedient life 
is a troubled life. 
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HOW BIG IS A GIANT? (1 Sam. 17:4) 
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IS THE ARMOR TOO BIG, OR THE CROWN? 
(1 Sam. 17:38–40) 
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JONATHAN TRANSFERS CLAIM TO THE 
THRONE (1 Sam. 18:1–4) 
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