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FOCUS TEST OF FAITH TRAITS OF FAITH TRIUMPH OF FAIT H 

REFERENCE 1:1 —— 1:13 ——— 1:19 —————— 5:7 —— 5:13 ——— 5:19 —— 5:20 

DIVISION PURPOSE 
OF 

TESTS 

SOURCE OF 
TEMPTATION 

OUTWARD 
DEMONSTRATION 
OF INNER FAITH 

ENDURES 
WAITING 

PRAYS 
FOR 

AFFLICTED 

CONFRONTS 
SIN 

TOPIC DEVELOPMENT OF 
FAITH 

WORKS OF FAITH POWER OF FAITH 

 RESPONSE OF FAITH REALITY OF FAITH REASSURANCE OF FAITH 

LOCATION PROBABLY JERUSALEM 

TIME c. A.D. 46–49 
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A SACRAMENTAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE “anointing with oil” 
that James refers to here arose early in the history of the church. On the basis 
of this text, the early Greek church practiced what they called the euchlaion 
(a combination of the words euche, [prayer] and elaion [oil], both used in 
this text), which had the purpose of strengthening the body and soul of the 
sick. The Western church continued this practice for many centuries. Later, 
the Roman church gave to the priest the exclusive right to perform this 
ceremony and developed the sacrament of extreme unction (in A. D. 852). 
This sacrament has the purpose of removing any remnant of sin and of 
strengthening the soul of the dying (healing is considered only a possibility). 
The Council of Trent (14. 1) found this sacrament “insinuated” in Mark 6:13 
and “promulgated” in James 5:14. Since Vatican II, the rite has been called 
“the anointing of the sick. ” Clearly this developed sacrament has little basis 
in James’s text; he recommends anointing for any illness and associates it 
with healing rather than with preparation for death. �
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