
“When God”

Message 1 : When GOD reveals deep mysteries (Intro. / Overview)

Message 2 : When GOD permits evil schemes (Prologue 1-2) 

Message 3 : When GOD sanctions a righteous person’s suffering (3-27)

Message 4 : When GOD unveils a path to take (32-37 – Elihu)

Message 5 : When GOD finishes His work (38-42)  (Epilogue 42)



Message 1 :

Buzz Group: # 1 When God gives His great blessing (Job 29)

Message 2 :

Buzz Group: # 2 When God takes away blessing & honor (Job 30) 

Message 3 :

Buzz Group: # 3 When God hears Job’s final plea of innocence (Job 31)

Message 4 :

Buzz Group: # 4 When God calls us to wisdom & understanding (Job 28)

Message 5 : { Sunday Worship }

“When God”



`

# 1. “When GOD”
… reveals deep mysteries 

Job
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Verse 1:
The tree of myrrh is full of tears
That only come forth when bruised
But the fragrant life that wounding brings
Is born on the wings of Good News
Verse 2:
Like myrrh, when hardened, must be crushed
Before the fragrance can rise,
My blinded heart must be made dust
So Father open my eyes.

Chorus:               
Verse 3:
Lord, take my wounded heart and make
A fragrance out of the pain.
I give my life, a sacrifice,
Bring fruit from this harvest of grain.

`
Anoint My Heart For Burial

by Dennis Jernigan
Chorus:

So anoint my heart for burial, 
that I might walk in true life.
Anoint my heart for burial, 

release the fragrance of Christ.

O Lord, fill me with life, let it pour
O Lord, use me, then fill me with more. 

Anoint me with oil. 
O, oh, anoint me with oil of Your presence 

2x
O Lord, fill me with life, let it pour

O Lord, use me, then fill me with more. 
Anoint me with oil.
Anoint me with oil.
Anoint me with oil.

https://www.lyricsfreak.com/d/dennis+jernigan/


Ecclesiastes 7:13-14

13 “Consider the work of God: who can 

make straight what he has made crooked?
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of 

adversity consider : God has made the one as 

well as the other, so that man may not find out 

anything that will be after him.”

“When God” reveals deep mysteries



“The Old Testament book of Job is … one of the 
best gifts of God to men.  The task of understanding it is as 
rewarding as it is strenuous … Job is a prodigious book in 
the vast range of ideas, in its broad coverage of human 
experience, in the intensity of its passions, in the immensity 
of its concept of God, and not least in its superb literary 
craftsmanship … It plumbs the depths of human despair, 
the anger of moral outrage, and the anguish of [apparent] 
desertion by God.” (Job – Francis I. Andersen) 

“When God” reveals deep mysteries



I.  Authorship & Background of Job 

A. Wisdom Literature 

1. Poetry,  Proverbs,  Lament,  Hymns,  Oracles …. 

2. Hebrew parallelism 

* Symmetry in literary structural divisions  

B. Historic record 

1. Historic figure Ezekiel 14:14,16,18,20.   James 5:11

2. “Land of Uz”  --- East of Palestine? 
(Lam. 4:21 → Edom    Gen. 10:23   ;   22:20-22 - Uzites)
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13 “Son of man, when a land sins against me by acting faithlessly,

and I stretch out my hand against it and break its supply

of bread and send famine upon it, and cut off from it man

and beast, 14 even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, 

they would deliver but their own lives by their righteousness, declares the

Lord GOD. … … 16 even if these three men were in it… … … 
18 though these three men were in it,… … …   

19 “Or if I send a pestilence into that land and pour out my wrath upon it with 

blood, to cut off from it man and beast, 20 even if Noah, Daniel, and Job

were in it, as I live, declares the Lord GOD, they would deliver neither son

nor daughter. They would deliver but their own lives by their righteousness.

Ezekiel 14: 14, 16, 18, 20

Historic Figure 



Historic Place

11 Behold, we consider those 
blessed who remained 
steadfast. You have 
heard of the steadfastness
of Job, and you have 
seen the purpose of the 
Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and 
merciful. (James 5:11)

“Land of Uz”. --- East of Palestine? 

https://mlgahbuenlkv.i.optimole.com/4dIftL4-hkTwneDU/w:auto/h:auto/q:90/https:/biblestudydaily.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Job-land-of-Uz-260-x-195.jpg


Wisdom Literature
12 “But where shall wisdom be found?

And where is the place of understanding?
13 Man does not know its worth,

and it is not found in the land of the living.
14 The deep says, ‘It is not in me,’

and the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’
15 It cannot be bought for gold,

and silver cannot be weighed as its price. … … … 
… … … 20 From where, then, does wisdom come?

And where is the place of understanding?
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II. Dramatic composition: 4 Logues

1.   Prologue : Job fears God &  God has blessed Job, but God   
{1 & 2}         permits Job to be tested by Satan’s affliction.

2.  Dialogues: Friends come to comfort Job but fail miserably.

- - - {Pivotal Interlude – Chapter 28} - - -

3.  Monologues: 1st Job speaks,  2nd a young man Elihu speaks, 
3rd and finally, God speaks.

4.  Epilogue {42} God praises / blesses Job but rebukes his friends.
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III. Thematic composition:

1.  Prologue and Epilogue - a divine perspective.

2.  Dialogues of Job & friends express human perspectives.

3.  Job’s yearning to be vindicated anticipates both 

Elihu’s speeches (32-37) 

& Yahweh’s speeches (38-42).
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Architectonics of the Book of Job
(p. 848 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary)

Job’s opening lament - Chapter 3

Chapters 4-14

Chapters 15-21

Chapters 22-27

Interlude on Wisdom 
Chapter 28

God - Chapters 38-42

Elihu - Chapters 32-37

Job - Chapters 29-31

Epilogue Chap. 42:7-17

Dialogue -
Disputes 
(3 cycles)

Monologues
(3 series)

Prologue
Chapters 1 & 2

Job’s closing contribution 
40:3-5 & 42:1-6



“The primary subject under discussion throughout the 
the book of Job is God. The concept of suffering is only 
a secondary subject, the catalyst for the discussion.  

The theme of Job is the nature and basis of the relationship between 
God & man—founded on faith in God’s self revelation as 
ultimate reality and God’s Person as supremely worthy.  

The function of the book is to display the dynamic of the 
relationship between God & man—honesty, trust, and
submission to the sovereign, wise, and good God.”  

(Beyond Suffering – Layton Talbert) 
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IV. Purpose of Job

❖ Artistic Masterpiece : Ancient Theodicy 

“A vindication of divine goodness and 
providence in view of the existence of evil”.

❖ Controversy : How can God be both Good & Sovereign, yet

allow evil schemes in His divine providence?

❖ Ultimate good may require that the dimensions of suffering be 
comprehensive, when a righteous person suffers.
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V. Faith of Job

❖ Job strives to affirm his faith;

that God is his only Hope (13:15),

that God would cover his sin (14:17),

that God remains his faithful Witness on high (16:19), 

and that God his Redeemer lives (19:25). 
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“When God” reveals deep mysteries

Job’s 4th Discourse (12-14)

13 15 Though he slay me, I will hope in him; yet I 
will argue my ways to his face.  16 This will be my 
salvation, that the godless shall not come before 
him.  17 Keep listening to my words, and let my 
declaration be in your ears.  18 Behold, I have 
prepared my case; I know that I shall be in the right. 

… that God is his only Hope (13:15)



“When God” reveals deep mysteries

Job’s 4th Discourse (12-14)

14 14 If a man dies, shall he live again?  All the days of 
my service I would wait, till my renewal should come.  
15 You would call, and I would answer you; you would 
long for the work of your hands.  16 For then you 
would number my steps; you would not keep watch 
over my sin; 17 my transgression would be sealed up in 
a bag, and you would cover over my iniquity.

… that God would cover his sin (14:17)



“When God” reveals deep mysteries

Job’s 5th Discourse (16-17) 

16 18 “O earth, cover not my blood, and let my cry find no 
resting place. 19 Even now, behold, my witness is in 
heaven, and he who testifies for me is on high.  20 My 
friends scorn me; my eye pours out tears to God, 21 that he 
would argue the case of a man with God, as a son of man 
does with his neighbor.  22 For when a few years have 
come I shall go the way from which I shall not return.

… that God remained his faithful Witness on high,
(16:19) 



“When God” reveals deep mysteries

Job’s 6th Discourse (19)

19 23 Oh that my words were written!  Oh that they were 
inscribed in a book! 24 Oh that with an iron pen and lead they 
were engraved in the rock forever! 

25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand 
upon the earth.  26 And after my skin has been thus 
destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall 
see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. …  
… My heart faints within me!

… that God his Redeemer lives (19:25) 



Job’s vindication is based upon his faith in God as he 

survives terrible hardship & grows deep in his knowledge of God;

unsupported by Israel’s historical creed of the mighty acts of God,

unsupported by life in the covenant community, 

unsupported by cult institutions, and Jewish tradition

unsupported by revealed knowledge from the prophets, and

contradicted by his experience of severe suffering. 
Anderson (modified from Job, p.271 )

Job’s  

Faith

“When God” reveals deep mysteries



“We are face to face with a good and godly man who
suffers – suffers intolerably and seemingly endlessly.  
He catches us up into his pain, into his misery, into the 
injustice of it all.  He envelops us in his plea to God to 
tell him what on earth, or what in hell, is going on. 
He covers us with his sense of abandonment – by family, 
by friends, by God himself.  And there is nothing that 
we can say to ease his plight: there is nothing we can 
do which makes things any better.” 

(The Message of Job – David Atkinson) 
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***** Suffering:

“When God” reveals deep mysteries

1. Suffering as part of the creation in 
process.

2. Suffering as necessary to the gift of 
human freedom.

3. Suffering as a divine test or trial of faith. 
4. Suffering endured by trusting God’s 

wisdom. 
5. Suffering as an opportunity to participate 

in the sufferings of Christ.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/37/Book_of_Job_Chapter_2-2_%28Bible_Illustrations_by_Sweet_Media%29.jpg


• Suffering according to God’s ordained purpose

• 1  Like the “Righteous One” Christ Jesus, a person can suffer the loss of 
all things for God’s sake, and no other reason. 

• 2  Like in the case of God’s “Suffering Servant”, the vindication of Job 
provides encouragement for the faithful throughout the ages.

• 3  Like the Holy Spirit’s power in the “Resurrected Lord”, Job is 
restored to great blessing after his suffering.  Job’s trial put Satan
on notice: both a glimpse of Christ’s future, total victory.
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1. Does Job fear and serve God for nothing?  

*** The testing of Job reveals that even during his darkest 
time of trial, his relationship with God was not based 
upon superficial or mere selfish concerns. 

2. Is all human misfortune and suffering the result of sin?  

*** Job’s 3 friends thought this to be true for those who 
walk with God, but as Job illustrates, not all temporal 
calamities of godly people are the result of human sin. 
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13 “Consider the work of God: who can 

make straight what he has made crooked?
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of 

adversity consider: God has made the one as 

well as the other, so that man may not find out 

anything that will be after him.”
(Eccl. 7:13-14) 
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`
LORD OF THE WORLD* 

by Phil Klein  (sung by Jonathan Settel)

And when this age ceases to be,
You will still reign in Majesty.

You were, You are, and You’ll always be,
All glorious eternally.

Lord of the world, King of my life,
Light of the world please change me inside.

Blessed, blessed and praised and glorified,
Lord of the World, King of my life.
Lord of the World, You are my life.
Lord of the World, King of my life.  

You, You, You, You are the Lord, 
The Lord of my world.  

Lord of the world, King of my life, 
Light of the world change me inside.

Make me as pure, as pure as you are, 
Wash me as clean as new driven snow. 

You are my rock, when sorrows fall, 
My cup of life whenever I call. 

Into your hands I place my soul, 
Lord of the world, make my life whole.

Adon olam asher malach,
Biterimkol, yitzeernivrach.

L'etna-sah b'cheftzokol,
Azai-melech, shemoneekrah. 
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