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Architectonics of the Book of Job
(p. 848 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary)

Job’s opening lament - Chapter 3

Chapters 4-14

Chapters 15-21

Chapters 22-27

Interlude on Wisdom 
Chapter 28

God - Chapters 38-42

Elihu - Chapters 32-37

Job - Chapters 29-31

Epilogue Chap. 42:7-17

Dialogue -
Disputes 
(3 cycles)

Monologues
(3 series)

Prologue
Chapters 1 & 2

Job’s closing contribution 
40:3-5 & 42:1-6



To every life there comes the question of the heart
An extraordinary pain
Struggle greets you on the mountains that you climb
A war within the soul for every step you gain.

Remember when the winds of sorrow strike you down
And leave you hopeless and afraid
The proof of battles is the wounds that you will bare
The scars that build you strong for the journey that you make!

There's not a victory without a fight,
There's not a sunrise without a night,
There's not a purchase without a cost,
There's not a crown without a cross! 

Uh, no!

No greater anguish ever came upon a man
Than when the Son of Glory died
The sins of all us were nails that pierced His hands
An act of sacrifice, the pain within the price!

There’s not a Crown without a Cross
by Michael English

His crown was fashioned from His suffering and travail
Shone like the sun when He arose

He showed us triumph even when all hope is lost
He carried out a plan so that every man will know:

There's not a victory without a fight,
There's not a sunrise without a night,

There's not a purchase without a cost,
There's not a crown without a cross!

God will guide you when you cling to His hand
Strength will find you when you know that you must stand

To persevere to the end!

There's not a victory without a fight,
There's not a sunrise without a night,

There's not a purchase without a cost,
There's not a crown without a cross!

Oh, and there's not a crown without a cross!



“When GOD”
… permits evil schemes

3 And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you 

considered my servant Job, that there is 

none like him on the earth, a blameless and 

upright man, who fears God and turns away 

from evil?  He still holds fast his integrity, 

although you incited me against him to 

destroy him without reason.”
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1 1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name 
was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, 
one who feared God and turned away from evil.

2 There were born to him seven sons and three 
daughters. 3 He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 
camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, 
and very many servants, so that this man was the 
greatest of all the people of the east.
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4 His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of 
each one on his day, and they would send and invite 
their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 And 
when the days of the feast had run their course, Job 
would send and consecrate them, and he would rise 
early in the morning and offer burnt offerings 
according to the number of them all.  For Job said, “It 
may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God
in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.
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“When GOD”
… permits evil schemes

6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also
came among them. 7 The LORD said to Satan, “From 
where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and 
said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking up and down on it.” 8 And the LORD said to 
Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there 
is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright 
man, who fears God and turns away from evil?”
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9 Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for
no reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge around him and his 
house and all that he has, on every side?  You have blessed 
the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased 
in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and touch all that 
he has, and he will curse you to your face.” 12 And the LORD

said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand.  Only 
against him do not stretch out your hand.”  So Satan went 
out from the presence of the LORD.
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22 19 And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting 

on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing beside him on his right 

hand and on his left; 20 and the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that he may 

go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said one thing, and another said 

another. 21 Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, ‘I 

will entice him.’ 22 And the LORD said to him, ‘By what means?’ And he said, 

‘I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And 

he said, ‘You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.’
23 Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of 

all these your prophets; the LORD has declared disaster for you.”

(1 Kings 22)
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13 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, 14 and there came a 
messenger to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the 
donkeys feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans fell upon them 
and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the 
sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was yet 
speaking, there came another and said, “The fire of God fell from 
heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed 
them, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
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17 While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “The 
Chaldeans formed three groups and made a raid on the camels 
and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the 
sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was yet 
speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 
19 and behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and struck 
the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, 
and they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 
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20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his 
head and fell on the ground and worshiped.

21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, 
and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD

has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”  
22 In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.
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There are no accidents in a universe ruled by the one sovereign Lord. 
Hence Job’s problem.  Such mishaps are not a problem for the 
polytheist, the dualist, the atheist, the naturalist, the fatalist, the 
materialist, the agnostic: An annoyance, a tragedy even, but not a 
problem.  

Suffering caused by human wickedness or by the forces of nature is 
ultimately a problem only for a believer in the one Creator who is 
both good and almighty; so this problem can only arise within the 
Bible with its distinctive moral monotheism.  (Francis I. Andersen) 

Inexplicable Providence 
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3 1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest 
standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan 
standing at his right hand to accuse him.

2 And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, 
O Satan!  The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem 
rebuke you!  Is not this a brand plucked from the 
fire?”

Zechariah 3:1-2
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Passage Agent of God’s anger
Object of 

God’s anger
Result of God’s 

anger

1 Kings 11
Hadad the Edomite 

(a satan)
Solomon Rebellion

Numbers 22
Angel of the Lord 

(a satan)
Balaam Nearly Executed

1 Kings 22
Unnamed spirt works 

through false prophets 
Ahab Death in battle 

2 Samuel 24 
1 Chron. 21

A satan working through 
David

Israel Plague

NIV Application Commentary - JOB
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1. He is ‘Ancient Serpent’
the ‘devil’ (the slanderer), 
‘Satan’ (the accuser), the 
‘Great Dragon’ (Rev 12:9)

2. Thrown down and 
seeking to deceive the 
whole world, Jesus 
reveals him to be the 
‘evil one’ (Mat. 13:19). 

3. Paul claims him as ‘ruler   
of this world’ (2 Cor. 4:4) 
the ‘prince of the power  
of the air’ (Eph. 2:2). 

5. John titles him    
’father of lies’ and a   
‘murderer’ (John 8:44). 

4. The Pharisees name 
him ‘prince of demons’ 

(Mat. 12:24).

Disguised as an

?
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1. He is ‘Ancient Serpent’
the ‘devil’ (the slanderer), 
‘Satan’ (the accuser), the 
‘Great Dragon’ (Rev 12:9)

2. Thrown down and 
seeking to deceive the 
whole world, Jesus 
reveals him to be the 
‘evil one’ (Mat. 13:19). 

3. Paul claims him as ‘ruler   
of this world’ (2 Cor. 4:4) 
the ‘prince of the power  
of the air’ (Eph. 2:2). 

5. John titles him    
’father of lies’ and a   
‘murderer’ (John 8:44). 

4. The Pharisees name 
him ‘prince of demons’ 

(Mat. 12:24).

Disguised as an

“Angel of light”
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2 1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among 
them to present himself before the LORD. 2 And the LORD

said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan
answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the 
earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 3 And 
the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant 
Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless 
and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? 
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3 … … He still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me 
against him to destroy him without reason.” 4 Then Satan
answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin!  All that a  
man has he will give for his life. 5 But stretch out your 
hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse
you to your face.” 6 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, 
he is in your hand; only spare his life.”
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7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and struck Job 
with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of 
his head. 8 And he took apiece of broken pottery with which to 
scrape himself while he sat in the ashes.  9 Then his wife said to 
him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” 

10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would 
speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not 
receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.
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1 5 But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his 
flesh, and he will curse (barak) you to your face.”

21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return.  The LORD gave, and the LORD has  
taken away; blessed (barak) be the name of the LORD.”

2 9 … … Curse (barak) God and die.”   (wife)
10 … …  Shall we receive good from God, and 

shall we not receive evil ?” (Job)
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8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour.

9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing 
that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world.   (1 Peter 5:8-9)
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3 And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you 

considered my servant Job, that there is 

none like him on the earth, a blameless and 

upright man, who fears God and turns away 

from evil?  He still holds fast his integrity, 

although you incited me against him to 

destroy him without reason.”
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And I lift my eyes unto the hills
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord
The maker of heaven and earth
I lift my eyes unto the hills
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord
The maker of heaven and earth

And I'll praise you in this storm
And I will lift my hands

That you are who you are
No matter where I am

And every tear I've cried
You hold in your hand
You never left my side

And though my heart is torn
I will praise you in this storm
And though my heart is torn
I will praise you in this storm

I will praise you in this storm
I will praise you in this storm

Praise You In 
This Storm



I was sure by now, God you would have reached down

And wiped our tears away,

Stepped in and saved the day.

But once again, I say amen
That it's still raining

As the thunder rolls

I barely hear your whisper through the rain

I'm with you

And as your mercy falls

I raise my hands and praise
The God who gives and takes away

And I'll praise you in this storm

And I will lift my hands

That you are who you are

No matter where I am

And every tear I've cried

You hold in your hand

You never left my side

And though my heart is torn
I will praise you in this storm

I remember when I stumbled in the wind

You heard my cry you raised me up again

My strength is almost gone how can I carry on
If I can't find you

As the thunder rolls

I barely hear you whisper through the rain

I'm with you

And as your mercy falls

I raise my hands and praise
The God who gives and takes away

And I'll praise you in this storm

And I will lift my hands

That you are who you are

No matter where I am

And every tear I've cried

You hold in your hand

You never left my side

And though my heart is torn
I will praise you in this storm

Praise You In 
This Storm
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