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24 O LORD, how manifold 
are your works! In wisdom 
have you made them all; …   

(Psalm 104:24)



Architectonics of the Book of Job
(p. 848 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary)

Job’s opening lament - Chapter 3

Chapters 4-14

Chapters 15-21

Chapters 22-27

Interlude on Wisdom 
Chapter 28

God - Chapters 38-42

Elihu - Chapters 32-37

Job - Chapters 29-31

Epilogue Chap. 42:7-17

Dialogue -
Disputes 
(3 cycles)

Monologues
(3 series)

Prologue
Chapters 1 & 2

Job’s closing contribution 
40:3-5 & 42:1-6



10 … … … Who then is he who can stand before me? 

11 Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? 

Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.

“When ”
…



“When ”
…

Job’s 8th Discourse (23-24) 

23 3 Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might come even 
to his seat!  4 I would lay my case before him and fill my mouth 
with arguments.  5 I would know what he would answer me and 
understand what he would say to me.  6 Would he contend with
me in the greatness of his power?  No; he would pay attention 
to me. 7 There an upright man could argue with him, and I 
would be acquitted forever by my judge. 



1. Creator, Sustainer & Judge of all - 38:4-15

2. Ruler of Inanimate Nature - 38:16-38

3. Ruler of Animate Nature - 38:38-41  & 39:1-30 

4. Closing Rebuke & Challenge - 40:1-2

“When ”
…



38 1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said:
2 Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
3 Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make it 
known to me. 4 Where were you when I laid the foundation of 
the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. 5 Who determined 
its measurements—surely you know!  Or who stretched the line 
upon it? 6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its 
cornerstone, 7 when the morning stars sang together and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy? 

“When ”
…



40 1 And the LORD said to Job: 2 “Shall a faultfinder contend with the 
Almighty?  He who argues with God, let him answer it.”  

3 Then Job answered the LORD and said: 4 “Behold, I am of small account; 
what shall I answer you?  I lay my hand on my mouth. 5 I have 
spoken once, and I will not answer; twice, but I will proceed no 
further.” 6 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and 
said, 7 “Dress for action like a man;  I will question you, and you 
make it known to me. 

“When ”
…



40 8 Will you even put me in the wrong? Will you condemn me that 
you may be in the right?  9 Have you an arm like God, and can you 
thunder with a voice like his? 10 “Adorn yourself with majesty and 
dignity; clothe yourself with glory and splendor. 11 Pour out the 
over-flowings of your anger, and look on everyone who is proud 
and abase him. 12 Look on everyone who is proud and bring him 
low and tread down the wicked where they stand. 13 Hide them all 
in the dust together; bind their faces in the world below. 

“When ”
…



40 15 Behold, Behemoth, which I made as I made you; he eats grass like an ox.  
16 Behold, his strength in his loins, and his power in the muscles of his belly.  
17 He makes his tail stiff like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are knit 

together. 18 His bones are tubes of bronze, his limbs like bars of iron.   
19 “He is the first of the works of God; let him who made him bring near his 

sword! 20 For the mountains yield food for him where all the wild beasts 
play. 21 Under the lotus plants he lies, in the shelter of the reeds and 
in the marsh. 22 For his shade the lotus trees cover him; the willows of  
the brook surround him. 23 Behold, if the river is turbulent he is not 
frightened; he is confident though Jordan rushes against his mouth. 

24 Can one take him by his eyes, or pierce his nose with a snare?

“When ”
…
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Behemoth



Brontosaurus

“When ”
…
Behemoth

“Behemoth”

?

“He makes his tail stiff like a cedar.”

“His bones are tubes of bronze, 
his limbs like bars of iron.”

“His power in 
the muscles 

of his belly.”

“He eats grass like an ox.”



A Brontosaurus?

“When ”
…
Behemoth

A Hippopotamus?

“Behemoth”

?

“Under the lotus plants he lies,…”

“if the river is turbulent he is not frightened”

“in the shelter 
of the reeds and 
in the marsh”



40 15 Behold, Behemoth, which I made as I made you; he eats grass like an ox.  
16 Behold, his strength in his loins, and his power in the muscles of his belly.  
17 He makes his tail stiff like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are knit 

together. 18 His bones are tubes of bronze, his limbs like bars of iron.   
19 “He is the first of the works of God; let him who made him bring near his 

sword! 20 For the mountains yield food for him where all the wild beasts 
play. 21 Under the lotus plants he lies, in the shelter of the reeds and  
in the marsh. 22 For his shade the lotus trees cover him; the willows of  
the brook surround him. 23 Behold, if the river is turbulent he is not 
frightened; he is confident though Jordan rushes against his mouth. 
24 Can one take him by his eyes, or pierce his nose with a snare?

“When ”
…
Behemoth
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41 1 “Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook or press down his 
tongue with a cord?  2 Can you put a rope in his nose or pierce 
his jaw with a hook?  3 Will he make many pleas to you? Will he 
speak to you soft words?  4 Will he make a covenant with you to 
take him for your servant forever?  5 Will you play with him as 
with a bird, or will you put him on a leash for your girls?  6 Will
traders bargain over him?  Will they divide him up among the 
merchants?  7 Can you fill his skin with harpoons or his head with 
fishing spears?  

“When ”
…

Leviathan

A Creature from the waters 



41 . 8 Lay your hands on him; remember the battle—you will not do
it again! … … …. 12 “I will not keep silence concerning his limbs, 
or his mighty strength, or his goodly frame. … Around his teeth 
is terror.  15 His back is made of rows of shields, shut up closely 
as with a seal. 16 One is so near to another that no air can come 
between them. 17 They are joined one to another; they clasp 
each other and cannot be separated..

“When ”
…

Leviathan

A Creature of Strength to be Feared



“When ”
…
Leviathan

A whale?“Leviathan”

?

“His back is made of rows of shields”

“Can you put a rope 
in his nose or pierce 
his jaw with a hook?”

“Around his teeth is terror.” “”

“His underparts are 
like sharp potsherds”



“When ”
…
Leviathan

Whale
“Leviathan”

?

“Can you fill his skin with 
harpoons or his head with 

fishing spears?” 

“Can you draw out Leviathan

with a fishhook or press down 
his tongue with a cord?” 



13 You divided the sea by your might; you broke the heads of the 
sea monsters on the waters. 14 You crushed the heads of 
Leviathan; you gave him as food for the creatures of the 
wilderness. 15 You split open springs and brooks; you dried 
up ever-flowing streams. 16 Yours is the day, yours also the 
night; you have established the heavenly lights and the sun. 

(Psalm 74:14)
25 Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with creatures 

innumerable, living things both small and great.26 There go the 
ships, and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it. 

(Psalm 104:26) 
`

“When ”
…

Leviathan



41. 18 His sneezings flash forth light, and his eyes are like
the eyelids of the dawn. 19 Out of his mouth go flaming
torches; sparks of fire leap forth. 20 Out of his nostrils 
comes forth smoke, as from a boiling pot and burning 
rushes. 21 His breath kindles coals, and a flame comes
forth from his mouth.

“When ”
…

Leviathan

A Creature Unlike All Others



“When ”
…

Leviathan

Isaiah 27:1

1 In that day 
the LORD with his 

hard and great and 
strong sword will 
punish Leviathan

the fleeing 
serpent, Leviathan

the twisting 
serpent, and he will 

slay the dragon
that is in the sea.

Leviathan

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjN8bbfh6jnAhVBYjUKHRV7C9AQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLeviathan&psig=AOvVaw0BLsJo79albH9Zj5wKRy5g&ust=1580361565392708


41 9 Behold, the hope of a man is false; he is laid low even at 
the sight of him. 10 No one is so fierce that he dares to stir 
him up.  Who then is he who can stand before me?  

11 Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?  
Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine. … ...

33 On earth there is not his like, a creature without fear.  
34 He sees everything that is high; he is king over all the 

sons of pride.”

3 8 Let those curse it who curse the day, who are ready 
to rouse up Leviathan.

“When ”
…

Leviathan
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God’s whirlwind response - - - not what Job expected.

1. Did God answer Job’s request? 

*** YES, Job is given the opportunity to hear from God directly. 
But NO, God did not answer Job as to why he suffered. 

2. Does God explain how and why some human misfortune and
suffering is not the result of sin?

*** NO. God never puts Himself under the scrutiny of faulty humanity.  
But YES, Job’s life experience becomes a polemic example for 
all of God’s children to learn from.

“When ”
…



42 1 Then Job answered the LORD and said:  2 “I know that you can
do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.  

3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’  
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 

things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.  
4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you make it known 

to me.’  5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now 
my eye sees you;  6 therefore I despise myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes.”

“When ”
…



36 Who has placed wisdom in the human heart and given 

understanding to the mind?

10 … … … Who then is he who can stand before me?  
11 Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?  

Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.

“When ”
…
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24 O LORD, how manifold 
are your works! In wisdom 
have you made them all; …   

(Psalm 104:24)


